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sc. Party List of D. L.P. Alterations (January) : 


No. ‘Description. Name of ona. Present Secretary and Address. _ ; 
Fio6 CD Stroud D.L.P. Mr. H. Cotuison, High Street, Minchin- 
hampton, Stroud, Glos. 2 
Br46 SB Barrow D.L.P. Mr. H. N. Hexaam, Jaxon Assembly 
; Rooms, Whittaker Street, Barrow-in- — 
Furness, Lancs. = 
B168 BD Clayton D.L.P. Mr. A. STEVENSON, Clayton Labour ~ 
Club, North Road, Manchester, ri. 
E222/3 DB Battersea B.L.P. and Mr. J. K. Pockneg, 177, Lavender Hill, | 
‘Cc. London, S.W.11. ¥ 
E238 SB Greenwich D.L.P. Coun. R. E. Wyatt, 32, Woolwich ~ 
Road, Greenwich, London, S.E.10. 
E270 BD Limehouse D.L.P. Coun. F. R. LEWEY, 16, Joseph Street, 
Bow, London, E.3. 
G364 SB Ipswich T.C, and L.P. Mr. - oe 33, Silent Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 
M395 BD Handsworth D.L.P. Mr. W. J. WarbeLt, 45, Hollycroft 
Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, 21. 
F412 CD Westbury D.L.P. Mr. <By Puc, 11, Oak Hill Park, Hamp- 
stead, London, N.W.3. 
C447 SB Wakefield D.L.P. Mr. C. BLAKELY, 18, Buxton Place, 
; Wakefield, Yorks. 
J568 CD Moray & Nairn D.L.P. © Mr, Mutuorianp, 6, Commerce Street, 
Elgin, Morayshire. 
J571 CD Kinross and Western Mr. J. Jacx, 10, Crown Place, Crieff, 
Perth D.L.P. 4 Perthshire. 
J573 SB Paisley D.L.P. Mr. N. McMrrzan, 24, Glasgow Road, 
Paisley, Renfrewshire. 
B15 DMB Stockport T.C, & L.P. Coun. A. Fourkes, 117, Wellington 


Road South, Stockport, Cheshire. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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NO SNAP ELECTION 


On this page in our last issue under 
“Tt Could Be a Snap Election,” a warh- 
ing was given about the efiect of the 
Representation of the People Bill in its 
provision of Fixed Registers for the 
period of a possible General Election. 

Unfortunately, the article was written 
before Christmas, and was printed 
before the Government announcement 
made in the House of Commons by Mr. 
Attlee, prior to the Committee stage 
of the above Bill. We hope our readers 
were not unduly alarmed by our article 
or are not too critical of what appears 
to have been lack of prescience on our 
part. 

The Government’s announcement is 
warmly welcomed. A notice of three 
weeks before the Dissolution of Parlia- 
ment will “ensure that Service candi- 
dates will reach Britain in sufficient 
time to fight the election adequately. 
it will:éase the position’ of Election 
Agents and the printers in turning out 
the necessary printing and advertising 
matter; and it will afford better oppor- 
tunities to political parties affected by 
the war years to complete their Com- 
mittee Room tasks, and a canvass of 
the electors. 

Nevertheless, although we are now 
sure of five weeks. between the 
notice of Dissolution and Polling 
Day, the period under war con- 
litions is by no means too long. 
Especially is this the case if the notice 
somes unexpectedly as well it may. 

The Labour Party has been less 
fected by: the war than most political 
barties, but tt would be dangerous to 


assume that the Labour Party retains 
all its pre-war efficiency. Any survey of 

ty machinery, however superficial, 
will disclose weaknesses of a most 
serious kind. It would be treasonable 
to the movement to delay the rebuild- 
ing until the writs are issued. 


PARLIAMENTARY 
CAN DIDATURES 
(442 CANDIDATES) 


Except in the General Elections of 
1922, 1923 and 1924, the Head Office of 
the Party has never experienced the 
pressure put upon it now in connection 
with the selection of Parliamentary 
Candidates. The publication of recent 
lists of endorsed candidates gives but 
the barest outline of the task involved.. 
The detail work, attendant upon the 
selection of a Parliamentary Candidate: 
locally as well as nationally, is very 
large. 

At present the number of Candidates, 
including Members of Parliament 
endorsed for the next General Election,, 
is 442. The number of Constituencies, 
including the newly-formed Constituen- 
cies under partial redistribution minus 
Northern Ireland and the Universities 
is 616. Of the remaining seats 154 
Constituency Labour Parties are in 
some stage of the procedure of selec- 
tion. There is every indication that 
the number of Labour Candidates 
going to the poll at the General Elec- 
tion will constitute an easy record. 
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By MORGAN PHILLIPS 


T is Labour’s aim to put more than 
500 candidates in the field at the 
next General Election. And that 
General Election, the first for ten 
years, draws rapidly near. : 

Agents and organisers have their 
greatest task immediately before them 
—an all-out effort to return the Labour 
Party to full power for the first time 
in history. : 

With the compilation of the new 
register, several millions will have 
votes who have never voted before. In 
many cases their political conscious- 
ness is only just awakening. In Labour 
we have the message for youth. But 
the Tories and Liberals are pledged to 
pull away as many of these new voters 
as possible. Money will not stand in 
their way, if expenditure virtually with- 
out stint on their respective election 
machines means anyhing. 


TORY WEALTH 


The wealth of the Tory Party is a 
political byword: and more money 
than ever before is likely to pour out 
of the Conservative Central Office in 
a financial blitz on the election front 
soon to be opened. For remember, 
that this will be the most costly 
Parliamentary Election ever, owing to 
the way that costs and materials in 
the printing and publicity lines and 
in other directions, have gone up in 
wartime. 

The Liberals, too, are wealthy. 


Although they are torn between them- . 


selves on lines of policy, upon which 
they seem incapable of resolving them- 
selves, they are seeking to supplement 
their not inconsiderable finances by a 
national appeal to those who still 
adhere to their somewhat con- 
fusing principles. 


ORGANISE! 


It behoves us, therefore, in the 
Labour movement to make an inten- 
sive effort in the short weeks and 
months that:remain, to organise more 
thoroughly than ever for direct con- 
tact with the electorate. 

For something of a financial blitz- 
krieg will be unleashed when the 
button is pressed by the powers that 
be in Liberal and Tory headquarters. 


Labour, through the undiminished: 
loyalty of its workers, the vast majority; 
of them voluntary helpers, has built 
up a magnificent bulwark against sich) 
an onslaught. But a defensive attitude 
will not be sufficient to meet our 
opponents’ offensive. 4 

It is necessary in every ward, in 
every Parliamentary Division, for the 
workers of Labour to redouble their 
efforts in the essential period remaining 
between now and the General Election. 
Where prospective Labour candidates 
are in the field, close contact and fre- 
quent consultation must be maitained, 
local knowledge must be pooled. New 
workers should be brought in immedi- 
ately. 

NEW VOTERS 


Even as there is a legion of new 
voters, so there are thousands who are 
in alignment with the Labour cause, 
and who, if approached now by ex- 
perienced Party workers, will them- 
selves give their aid in the great events 
of electioneering. Meetings to formu- 
late local plans, prepare publicity, to 
choose the necessary working com- 
mittees, arrange accommodation, to 
maintain and widen contacts, are in 
progress in many places and should be 
organised elsewhere immediately. 

Above all, the inspiring co-operation 
of the women’s organisations should be 
fully mobilised without delay. The 
women, whose work has so often turned 
the scales in our favour at ‘past elec- 
tions, will be more important than ever 
tn this. 

GREAT ISSUES 

Finance will be of paramount im: 
portance. Key workers should draw 
around them now all the help they can 
to strengthen the Party in this vital 
respect. The drive for increased 
membership should run parallel with 
the intensified efforts to overhaul local 
party machinery, to bring it right up- 
to-date for the tasks ahead. 

Great issues are at stake for Labour 
and the nation in this forthcoming 
Parliamentary election. Thanks are 
due to you for all you have done, for 
all that the Movement knows you will 
continue so loyally and unselfishly to 
do in the stirring days ahead. 
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MOTHERWELL AND NEATH POLLING 


‘Points About The Coming By- Elections 


_ There are two by-elections pending 
in which the Labour Party:is interested 
—Motherwell and Neath. 
_ Consideration has had to be given 
both to the Act of 1943 and to the 
Represent made imperative by the 

resentation of the People Bill now 

ore Parliament. Four main points 
on the initiation of the by-elections 
have had to be reviewed and agreed 
upon. y 

(x) If the by-elections had been in- 
itiated in January, the qualifying date 
for electors’ registration would have 
been November 30th, and the Register 
resulting therefrom would have ceased 
to have had effect on the completion 
of the Pojl. As a Fixed Register will 
be published on May 7th there would 
have been no justification for the public 
cost and labour involved therein. 


THE GENERAL ELECTION 
REGISTER 

(2) If the elections are initiated in the 
month of February the qualifying date 
for registration is the 31st December. 
The register resulting, avoids the publi- 
cation under the Representation of the 
People Bill above mentioned of a Fixed 
Register on May 7th. In other words, 
if a General Election is fought between 
May 7th and October 15th, the Register 
in the above Constituencies may be the 
General Election Register and would 
be one month staler than the Registers 
in other parts of the country. 

(3) If the initiation of the by-elections 
is delayed until the month of March, 
the Register resulting will be the May 
7th Fixed Register, compiled for ary 


General Election occurring _ before_ 
October. The qualifying date for regi- 


stration will be January 31st. 

(4) In connection with May 7th Fixed 
Register registration for the Service 
Register is to continue until March 
15th, so that that Register is likely to 
9 More representative than one pub- 
ished at an earlier date. 


THE TIME-TABLE 


The Selection Conference in the 
Neath Division will not, be held until 
he month of March. Polling will, 
therefore, take place in that Constitu- 
sncy on the May 7th Fixed Register. 

The Motherwell Divisional Labour 
Party is anxious, for Constituency 
reasons, to secure the initiation of the 


- 


election on February 6th. It may in- 
terest readers to note the time-table of 
the by-election under those circum- 
stances. 


Issnevof Writ; i223): acc. February 6th. 
Receipt of the Writ ...... February 7th. 
Publication of Register ... March 15th. 
First Nomination payed . March 2oth. 
Last Nomination Day ... March 26th. 


First Polling Day ......... March 28th. 


EDITOR’S POSTBAG 
Junior Party Welcomed 


I would like to endorse the sentiments 
of P.T.N. in last month’s issue regard- 
ing the formation of a junior Labour 
Party. By all means let us get in touch 
with the young people. Labour’s policy 
needs no adulteration and it can play a 
fundamental part in the lives of our 
young folk. In fact, the youth of 
Britain is athirst for ’a policy such as 
ours. 

Let the older people stand aside and 
allow youth to live, move and have 
their being in the Labour Movement. 

(Mrs.) Apa RowTHorN. 
Hon. Secretary, 
Rushden, Northants, L.P.. © 


MORE CANDIDATES ENDORSED 


Luton, W. N. Warbey; Honiton, H- 
T. Langdon; PorrsmoutH CENTRAL, 
Capt. Julian W. Snow; Portsmouru 
Soutu, J. F. Blitz; Oswestry, Mr. G. 
D. E. Boyd-Carpenter; Kmveston, G. H. 
Elvin; Erpincton, Julius Silverman; 
Ruesy, L/Cpl. R. H. Lewis; Braprorp 
East, F, McLeavy; Carpirr East, Prof. 
H. A. Marquand; Kitmarnocx, Mrs. 
Clarice McNab Shaw; Monmoutu,. A. 
Lloyd Oakley; CuHEe“~Msrorp, G. Baker 
Smith; RENFREWSHIRE West, Wm. 


Bargh. 
CANDIDATURES WITHDRAWN 
CREWE, W. Bowen; WaATForRp, 


Stephen Smith; Kirxpate, J. Hamilton; 
Buack.ey, F. W. Leeman; Cuortey, A. 
Law; CuirHERoE, Stephen Shaw; 
Royton, J. Gorman; Merton, R. W. 
Stevens; HoLLAND-WITH-BOosTon,  E. 
Kennedy; Norwoop, C. W. Gibson; 
Buston, S. F. Perry; WEDNESBURY, Mrs. 
B. Ayrton Gould; Mipp.iessproucn 
West, Dr. G. E. M. Joad. 
AGENTS FOR APPROVAL 

GreEENWICH, R. E. Wyatt; DoncasTER, 

M. C. Emmerson. 


“i , r X > tas 
\ ; | 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


AROUND THE PARTIES 


EDINBURGH RUNS SCHOOL 


FOR LOCAL CANDIDATES | 


Edinburgh Burgh Labour Party, 
keenly anxious to capture control of the 
City Council, has organised a School for 
Local Government Candidates, The 
class is not only concerned with public 
administration problems, but is show- 

ing a lively interest in the training of 
candidates, and in the improvement 
of electoral methods. A pleasing fea- 
ture of the school is the quality and 
‘ outlook of the students. 


MEET THE “CITIZEN” 

We have received No. 1 of the 
South Hammersmith “Citizen,” issued 
by the Divisional Labour Party. In- 
teresting messages conveying New Year 
greetings to the electorate by the Rt. 
Hon. A: V. Alexander, M.P., Rt. Hon. 
Arthur Greenwood, M.P., ‘and His 
Worship the Mayor of Hammersmith, 
find a place on the front page. Per- 
sonal approaches of this kind are valu- 

_able in times like these. 


ELECTION PLANS 
Ardwick, inner Manchester Division, 


under the guidance of a former Con- ° 


stituency Agent, Councillor Eastwood, 
has issued a most valuable circular to 
its members on General Election pre- 
parations. Every aspect of electoral 
organisation is brought under review, 
and the discussions which will most 
certainly arise therefrom will be 
greatly helped by the lead given. 


BUSY L. OF Y. 


The Grangetown (Middlesbrough) 
Branch, of the Labour Party League of 
Youth has forwarded to us a lengthy 
report on its activities during the past 
few months. It has participated in 


Speakers’ Forums, Discussion Groups, 
sent representatives to Day Schools, and 
is doing its best to educate the youth 
of this E EastpRiding town, 


LOOKING AHEAD ‘ 


The energetic Secretary of Ber 
Federation, Coun. G. L, Deacon, has 
sent, us a copy of a circular issued by 
him in connection with forthcoming 
elections for Parliament, for County 
Council and other Local Government 
authorities. This Federation, one of 
the oldest_in the country, is showing 
commendable enterprise in the assist- 
ance it renders to the Labour Group 
on the County Council and to the 
Constituency Parties which make up 
its membership. 


NEW PARTIES 


Sevenoaks Division has established 
five new Parties at Aylesford, Snodland, 
Westerham Biue Bell Hill and East 
Malling. It has also adopted Sqd. 
Leader John Pudney as its Parliamen- 
tary candidate for the next General 
Election. 

Galloway, the most south-westerly 
county of Scotland, anxious to par- 
ticipate in the General Election, has 
gathered together forces which have 
lain dormant during the war. New 
Labour Parties have been established 
at Stranraer, Newton Stewart, Whit- 
horn, Wigtown, Castle Douglas, Dal- 
beattie and Glenluce. 

Other local Labour Parties have 
been established at Tenby (Rembroke- 
shire), Tillicoultry _— (Stirlingshire), 
Inverurie (Aberdeenshire) and Willen- 
hall (East Wolverhampton). 


SCOTTISH COUNCIL 


We have to hand an ambitious pro- 
gramme for the Week-end School to be 
run by the Scottish Council at the 
Musselburgh Labour Party’s very fine 
Club Buildings. The school is to cover 
a week-end of four sessions. The lec- 
turers are John Taylor, J. T. Anson and 
Mrs. Auld. 


MORTOND?S ROTARY DUPLICATORS 


Equal work to large rotary machines. 


Write for samples and list of PAPER, STENCILS, INK, etc. fo 
DUPLICATORS as used by scores of Div. L.P* "s pera 


MORTON'S, 52 TULSE HILL . 


Lo DON, S.W.2 
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CUTTING OUT THE FANCY JARGON 


A series of articles to help platform aspirants, by Harold Croft 
(V1) Making Speeches Effective , 


A young Parliamentary candidate # 


once asked my advice about making 
speeches. Among other things, I said 
the main thing is to make your 
speeches effective. “This can be done 
by making your arguments or state- 
Ments reach to an intimacy within the 
personal experience of the audience.” 
“Oh,” said he, “but how does personal 
intimacy come in when dealing with 
finance or foreign policy?” 

“That is just the point,” I replied. 
“Tf you merely talk about finance or 
foreign policy, your matter may be ex- 
cellent, but to the average man it will 
appear to be jargon. outside himself. 
Be Human 

“But ask yourself why you are talk- 
ing about finance and the answer will 
no doubt be ‘Because it so vitally 
affects every man’s livelihood and every 
housewife’s pantry.’ ” 

“Exactly.” 

“Well, tell them and show them so, 
again and again, and you have made 
finance intimate and human, You 
have made your theme effective for 
the average audience.” 

Thus in writing up notes for an ad- 
dress, make a habit of pulling your- 
self up to ask, “Why am I saying this 
to the audience?” and see that you do 
add the intimate reasons that will ap- 
peal to your hearers. 

Monologue Danger 

Then on the platform you will not 
find yourself delivering a sort of mono- 
logue amidst the polite but indifferent 
interest of an audience, but delivering 
a vital speech to keen and appreciative 
listeners. 


Again, in reviewing your notes of © 


an address, repeatedly ask yourself: 
‘Have I said what I want to say?” I 
stress this because in writing out 
speeches we are often unconsciously 
lazy and tend to produce easy or fancy 


jargon. I remember once reading to 
a friend a proud passage from some 
notes of a speech I had prepared, and! 
he, to my surprise, said: “What is the 
point; what are you getting at?” I 
was a little peeved and said: “Why, 
can’t you see—so and so, and so and 
sol” My friend said; “Qh, 
now you are saying it, but you have 
not got that in the paragraph.” It 
was a lesson to me. ‘ 
Fluffy Stuff 

I realised that I had spun a fine 
sounding paerey but the pith 
of the matter had remained he- 
hind in my mind. I had really 
been too lazy to ‘sort out the 
significant element of my thought and 
fashion it into pointed phrases. I 
had written some fluffy stuff, This is 


_ a besetting fault of. speakers ‘and 


writers. 

It shows how necessary. it is 
to go through notes and drafts and 
consistently ask: “Does it say-it?” and 
to be ruthless in scrapping innocuous 
phrases and paragraphs and substitut- 
ing incisive sentences that do put the | 
intent beyond doubt. It means more 
thought and industry, but it makes the 
difference between misty jargon and 
clear exposition, or in other words it 
does ensure you do say what was in 
your mind, with clearness. 


Two Points 

Remember, then, as an aid to mak- 
ing speeches effective to review your 
notes and paragraphs and ask: 

(1) Am I making clear to the audi- 
ence why I am saying these things to 
them? 

(2) Does what I have written down 
actually say what I really meant to 
say? 

Apart from being good discipline 
for yourself, it is an obligation due to 
your audience. 


POSTAL VOTING (Continued from page 15) 


The Service voters who are entitled to registration for a University or business 
premises vote should be allowed to make special claim for the purpose, 

Prisoners of war-should: be entitled to apply for registration as voters at any 
time up to 4 days before nomination if their detention prevented previous registration. 

Proxies should be encouraged to keep Service voters informed about electoral 


matters in their constituency. 


NEWS IN COMMENT 


Tory Bunk on 


By COLIN MACPHEE 


’ The Tories are never tired of point- 
ing out to the populace at large that 
_ so far most of the M.P.s who have been 
killed in this war have been Conserva- 
tives. The obvious implication they 
seek to convey is that Conservative 
public men have a monopoly of cour- 
age and the patriotic virtues. Which, 
of course, is the most arrant rubbish. 

The truth is that all the parties with- 
out exception have lost some of their 
best men in the war and the loss is 
none the less because they were young 
and comparatively unknown, A Labour 
case in point is that of Major W. G. C. 
Shebbeare, Holborn borough coun- 
cillor, who has been reported missing 
after a tank battle in France. 

“Bill” Shebbeare had a great career 
ahead of him. His book “A Soldier 
Looks Ahead,” written under the pen- 
name of “Captain X” and published 
after he was reported missing, is a bril- 
liant and hard-hitting plea for a 
squarer deal for the Forces..He would 
almost certainly have been a Labour 
candidate at the coming General Elec- 
tion. His case is typical of all too 
many of our fighting young Socialists, 

One glance down the list of Labour’s 
Service candidates would be sufficient 
to show that many of them have been 
in some of the toughest fighting of this 
war. For instance, Major W. E. 
Balmer, candidate for Bristol West, 
went in with the rst Airborne Brigade 
at Arnhem and fought through the 
eight days’ hell that followed. Some 
of them again, like Morris Janis, Mal- 
don’s candidate, are prisoners of war. 

When ‘the election comes, Labour 
candidates will fight on Labour’s policy 
and not on their war records. But they 
have reason to be proud of both. 

* * * 


CLEM’S CONFIDENCE 


Clem Attlee has fluttered a few dove- 
cots with his Limehouse speech, when 
he warned Party members to beware 
of “stunts and scares” at the General 
Election. 

This, in the opinion of Conservative 
M.P.s and a section of the Tory Press, 
was hardly “cricket” on the part of 
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War Records 


the Deputy Prime Minister. 


every General Election since the last 
war seems hard to understand. But 
perhaps what they are most worried 
about is the obvious sense of coming 


} 
Though > | 
why they object to the anticipation of 
phenomena which have occurred at — 


victory which Attlee displayed in his — 


speech. 


It is an open secret that Clem ~ 
has been “tremendously impressed — 
by the type of new, young candidates 


—from the Forces and on important 
war work—who will carry Labour’s . 


banner at the election. Many of them 
have held down posts of great respon- 
sibility in the war and the Deputy 
Prime Minister considers that they 


have had first-rate training for the. 


arduous tasks that lie ahead at West- 
minster. 
* * * 


ATTENTION, RANKERS! 


While on the subject of candidates, 
I might mention one point which is 
being put fairly frequently. Why are 
so few of Labour’s standard-bearers in 
the ranks? Why pick so many officers? 

Well, the answer to that is by 
far the large majority of Labour can- 
didates are men from the ranks. 

The qualities of leadership and 
ability which had made them outstand- 
ing in local Labour Parties and the 
Labour Movement also led in many 
cases to their promotion to commis- 
sioned rank. 

Nevertheless, the Party is keen to 
give rankers their opportunity of be- 
coming candidates, and any with the 
appropriate qualifications will always 
be sure of a hearing at Transport 
House. So far, few of them have 
written to or gone to see the National 
Agent. 

Mr. Shepherd also tells me that so far 
not one single Servicewoman has been 
to see him on the subject of a can- 
didature. Yet there surely must be 
many able young Labour women in all 
three Services, At present only one 
Servicewoman—a _ Liberal—has been 
chosen as a candidate. Socialist Ser- 
vicewomen, forward! 


por BUNK, continued 


CANDIDATE’S NEWS-LETTER 


A neat example of effective publicity 
is to hand from Gordon Sandison, 


" Southend’s prospective Labour can- - 


-didate. He has circulated a tastefully- 

_ got-up, readable news letter among the 

_ local electorate as a means of exchang- 

ing ideas, and generally maintaining 
contact. It preserves a nice balance 
between local and national affairs, and 

“in the midst of newsy material, he in- 
terpolates some telling points against 
the local Tory M_P. 

Here, obviously, is an idea which 
could be developed by other Labour 
candidates even while the election is 
still some time off. . 
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ANY IDEAS? 


How can the “Labour Organiser” be 
improved? What subjects would you 
like to see dealt with in future issues? 
Any ideas, plans, suggestions? _Let’s 
have your views on this matter, 
colleagues. erhne 

Remember the “L.O.” is your journal 
and we want to make it a first-class 
vehicle for improving Party machinery 
and generally advancing the Labour 
cause. All wisdom does not reside. at 
Transport House, and any proposals for 
brightening-up and improving ~ the 
journal will be welcomed and aE 
ciated. 

Let’s hear from you! 


(Continued from page 2) 


F27 CD Camborne D.L.P. 

144 CD Derbyshire West D.L.P. 

D137 CD Dover D.L.P. 

B197 CD Middleton and Prest- 
wich T.C. & L.P. 

B2or CD Royton D.L.P. 

E245 SB Holborn D.L.P. 

E277 BD Putney D.L,P. 

D291. CD Brentford anid Chiswick 

DLP; 

E279 BD St. George’s, ‘West- 
minster D.L.P. 

L309 CD Kettering D.L.P. 

M346 SB Newcastle D.L.P. 

M354 +\BD Bilston D.L.P. 

6365 CD Eye D.L.P. 

C423 BD Bradford South D.L.P. 

C434 BD Leeds South D.L.P. 

A437 BD Behe Bene East 
D.L 

C462 CD Keighley D.L.P. 

J535 CD Ross and Cromarty 
D.L.P. 


J566 CD North Midlothian 
D.L.P. 


Mr. W. Nicuouas, Broad Lane, Illogan 


Highway, Redruth, Cornwall. 


Coun. N. Gratton, Recreation View, 


Tideswell, Buxton, Derbys. 


Mr, W. FisHer. 44, Crabble Road, 


Dover, Kent. 


Mr. W. FRIEND, 36, Parkway, Chadder- 


ton, Oldham, Lancs. 


Mr. R. Ex.ince, 11, Alison Street, Shaw, 


Oldham, Lancs. 


Mr. W. A. Harorp, 235, Russell Court, 


London, W.C.1. 


Mr. P. D. Stewart, 153, Heythrop 


Street, London, S.W.18. 


Mr. A. BartLett, 57,,0rchard Road, 


Brentford, Middlese&. 


Mr. A. Kenwortuy, 66, St. George’s 


Square, London, S.W.r. 


Mr. F. C.: CuHamsBers, Trade Union 


Offices, Club Street, Kettering, 
Northants. 


Mr. S. Cooxson, 6, Arbour Street, Talke 


Pits, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 


Mr. C. Gwynn, Branksome, Lilac Road, 


Wolverhampton, Staffs, 


Mrs. D. SicsworTH, 21, Fonnereau 


Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 


Mr. W. C. Lacey, 65, Blackstone 


Avenue, Wyke, Bradford, Yorks, 


Ald. G. Brett, O.B.E.,-11, Helmsley 


Drive, West Park, Leeds, 6 


Mr. W. Fiynn, 6, Ryedale Street, North 


Ormesby, Middlesbrough, Yorks. 


Mr. W. Brown, Labour Rooms, Camp- 


bell Street, Keighley, Yorks. 


Mr. A. Martureson, Morven, Achter- 


need. Strathpeffer, Ross-shire. 


Mr. J. Mcriner, 14, Calderhall Crescent, 


East Calder, Midlothian. 


“ 


HAVE YOU DONE THIS FOR THE 


GENERAL ELECTION? “d 


1. Election Parcel of Forms. 


Order a Labour Party parcel of 
Election Forms, issued at one guinea. 
State whether for a Borough or for a 
County Division. 


2. Photo Blocks of the Candidate. 


Procure a good photograph of the 
candidate, or insist on one being taken 
immediately. Then get some good 
photo blocks of various sizes made, for 
newspaper columns, election address, 
posters and handbills. These are ex- 
pensive, but well worth the outlay. 
Photo blocks of the candidates will be 
required also. 


3. List of Printers, Billposters, News- 
papers. 

Prepare a list of mames and ad- 
dresses of Trade Union printers, bill- 
posters and newspapers in the district. 
When an election is in progress some 
work should be given to newspapers on 
the other side so as to put a limit on 
unfair criticism by them. Keep on 
good terms with their editors and 
afford them facilities for reporting 
meetings and obtaining information 
which is not confidential. 

Also prepare list of names of sup- 
porters who will allow posters to be 
exhibited free. 


4. List of Possible Committee Rooms. 

Prepare provisional list of committee 
rooms and endeavour to obtain pro- 
mises for the loan of any such rooms 
free of charge. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


S/I Edwin Furness, B.A., Army Edu- 
cational Corps, No. 5, Infantry Holding 
Battalion, Bridlington, Yorks (in Civvy 
Street the Secretary of the Manchester 
City Labour Party) has lost copies from 
his “Labour Organiser” file. Can any 
member help him by supplying the 
following numbers: 249 of 1942; 253 
and 254 of 1943; 270 of June, 1944. 


OXFORD CITY DIVISIONAL 
LABOUR PARTY invite appli- 
cations for the post of AGENT 
and ORGANIS (either sex). 
Salary in accordance with the 
Agents’ National Scale. 
Applications, stating age and 
ience, Trade Union and 
Labour Party connections and 
other qualifications for the 
position, together with two recent 
references, must be returned to 
Mr. J. Wilkinson, 15 White Road, 
Cowley, OXFORD, not later than ~ 


roth March, 1945. 


PARTY AGENT WANTED 


Applications, stating age, quali- 
fications, experience and refer- 
ences should be made not later 
than. February 17th. Envelopes 
should be marked “Party Agent” 

and addressed to:— 

Secretary, 
Rochdale Trades & Labour 

Council, 

Cloth Hall, 

Rochdale. 


ADJUSTMENTS BOARD MEETS 


A meeting of the Adjustments Board 
took place at the House of Commons on 
gist January. Mr. Arthur Greenwood, 
M.P. (in the chair), Mr. Harold Clay, 
Mr. James Griffiths, M.P., Mr. Morgan 
Phillips and Mr. G. R. Shepherd (Secre- 
tary to the Board), represented the 
National Executive Committee. Mr. 
Claude Denscombe, Mr. W. H. Jacob 
and Mr. Reg. Ley, represented the 
National Union of Labour Organisers 
and Election Agents. 

Discussions took place on the stand- 
ing and powers of the Board; Agents 
and Parliamentary §_ Candidatures; 
appointments to the Organising Staff; 
the advertising of appointments to the 
Agency Staff and the Model Agree- 
ment to cover the appointments of Con- 
stituency Agents. Each side of the 
Board will now report to their respec- 
tive authorities on the discussions 
which were both friendly and very 
useful. 
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WEST BERMONDSEY LABOUR PARTY 


Tel. BERmondsey 2766. 


oe 85, SOUTHWARK’ PARK ROAD, 
ay hgrpemcaahe | BERMONDSEY, S.E.16. 


Treasurer: 
Mr. FRANK PURDY. 


General Secretary: Rana a ea ae eee vn TT eeeeenTeecnsuemeeeteent oe Qeennas 
Alderman E SNOWDONAPE. LCC. 


Dear Mr.Morton, 


Enclosed please find cheque for 
£6/0/6 in payment for duplicating paper, 
stencils etc. supplied. 


I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank you for the very fine 
service you have rendered to our Party 
during the 10 years we have been dealing 
with you. 


Your interest in our Movement 
and sympathy with our Socialist ideals 
have been manifest in all transactions 
we have had with you and I would gladly 
recommend you to all Local Labour Parties 
and Socialist organisations. 


I remain, 
oe faithfully, 
 efacorerlor , 


General Secretary. 


aan 
Mortons, 


Duplicating Machines & Supplies, 
O24, cuise Hill, 
London, S.W.2. 


MORTON’S DUPLICATING MACHINES AND SUPPLIES 
52 TULSE HILL, LONDON, S.W.2 Telephone: TUL 2546 


Best Quality Typewriter Carbons, Typewriter Ribbons, Envelopes, Office Equipment, 
Duplicator Papers, Stencils, Inks and Sundries, for every make of Duplicating Machine. ° 


WITH THE WOMEN 


Willingly to Summer Schoo 


An attractive programme of summer 
and week-end schools, which are be- 
coming increasingly’ popular among 
Labour women as a means of combin- 
ing “politics and pleasure,” is now 
being arranged by the Women Organ- 
isers and the Women’s Advisory Coun- 
cils throughout the country. 

Last year some intending students 
had to be disappointed owing to the 
pressure on accommodation, and this 
year we anticipate that with the better 
war situation generally even larger 
numbers will* participate. Our main 
difficulty has always been to secure 
siutable accommodation, and it is hoped 
to do even better in this respect this 
year, 

The schools maintain a nice balance 
between the serious and the social 
sides (sometimes the talks and discus- 
sions develop into very sociable affairs 
too!) The Organisers report that the 
work of the students—written and in 
discussion—has been of a high order; 
and some have shown outstanding skill 
at improvising “shows” and writing 
plays for leisure hours. 

A wide variety of occupations is re- 
presented among those attending, 
although housewives are usually in the 
majority. At the week’s school held 
by the Northern Area at Bell Busk 
last year, I notice that in addition to 
housewives, two bus conductresses, two 
shipyard workers, one midwife, one 
railway clerk, one munitions worker, 
and one ex-W.A.A.F, were among those 
who attended. A pleasing feature is 
the increasing number of young mem- 
bers present at the schools. 

Ellen Coulton, one of the students, 
said of the Yorkshire school: “Though 
everyone realised the primary impor- 
tance of work, the school happily did 
not suffer from oyer-organisation. The 
social side held jointly with other visi- 
tors of the ‘Holiday Fellowship’ was 
excellent, and I feel sure did much to 
further the cause of Socialism among 
the perhaps ‘less _ politically-minded’ 
guests. The zeal and harmony of the 
students could not fail to be infectious.” 

A first-rate team of Labour speakers 
and discussion leaders attend each 
school and students are encouraged to 
debate and work out their own solu- 
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tions to particular problems. The vari- 
ous aspects of post-war reconstruction 
usually have a prominent place on the 
agenda and other favourite topics in- 
clude Citizenship, the Work of a 
Magistrate, the Social Services, Juvenile 


Court Work Nationalisation of Indus-— 


try, Full Employment, etc. 
With the General Election looming 
ahead, | particular 


I 


attention will be 


paid to election work and procedure at © 


this year’s schools. It is obvious that 
these schools can play a big part in 
teaching our younger members some- 
“thing of the not too easy art of elec- 
tioneering, particularly as few of those 
under thirty will have participated in 
election activity before. 
should also be found of great benefit 
by some of our seasoned campaigners 
as a means of “getting their hand in” 
once more. 

The full programme of summer and 
week-end schools has so far not been 
arranged, but among those which have 
already been fixed up are week’s 
schools for E. & W. Ridings, the 
Northern area, and South Wales. 


Replies to Correspondents 


Why “‘Prospective”’ 
Must Be Used 


A prospective candidate states she is 
proposing to make calls on electors and 
to leave cards with her compliments. 
‘The printer has suggested that the 
word “prospective” ought to appear 
before the words Labour Candidate. 
She asks what is the point of this? 

Answer.—Your printer is a helpful 
man and saves you from an embarrass- 
ment. If you announce yourself as the 


Labour Candidate you start your elec- 


tion and make it necessary to account 
for the expenses of all subsequent 
public meetings and literature touching 
yourself, in the election returns. The 
use of the phrase “Prospective Labour 
Candidate” is necessary to avoid such 
complications. 

Also bear in mind that apart from 
this legal point, you are not the Labour 


(Continued on page 13) 


These classes 


_ RE-DISTRIBUTION PLANS 


47 New Parties 
To Be Set Up 


_The Boundary Commission for Eng- 
| land has now issued its proposals for 
_ the division of the abnormally large 

constituencies. Their proposals increase 
_ the number of seats in the House of 
~ Commons by twenty-five, all of which 
will require new constituency Labour 
Parties to select Parliamentary candi- 
dates and to fight, on their behalf, the 
next General Election. 

The number of new Constituency 
Parties to be formed, however, is 
greater than twenty-five, because the 
existing Constituency Labour Parties 
are being wound up and _ re- 
placed by Parties covering smaller 
areas. The total number is therefore 
47. These operations are, for the time 
being, increasing the strain on the 
organisation staff. : 

The following table gives the com- 
plete list of new Constituencies : — 


Horsham Wycombe 
Worthing Ilford, North 
Carshalton Ilford, South 
Epsom Barking 
Mitcham Dagenham 
Sutton & Cheam Hornchurch 
East Ealing Romford 
West Ealing Epping 

East Harrow Woodford 
West Harrow S.E. Essex 
North Hendon Thurrock 
South Hendon Barnet 
North Wembley St. Albans 


East Coventry 


South Wembley 
West Coventry 


Heston and 


Isleworth Nuneaton 
Twickenham Solihull 
Southall Tamworth 
Uxbridge Acocks Green 
Bexley Moseley 
Dartford Blackpool, North 
Chislehurst Blackpool, South 
Orpington Altrincham 
Eton & Slough Bucklow. 
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Forces Will Get Same 
Election Addresses 


Later on, when our discussions with 
the Ministry of Supply, on paper for the 
General Election, have been completed 


~ full information about the use of paper 


by Parliament Candidates and 
Agents will be circulated. One or two 
points about Election Addresses can, 
however, be mentioned now. 

A conference convened by the 
Government under the chairmanship of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’ has 
approved of the procedure to be 


“adopted to ensure smooth working in 


postal voting by Service men and 
women, away from their registered 
addresses, at the General Election. Apart 
from the material to be sent out by the 
Returning Officers for the ballot, it is 
provided that each candidate duly 
nominated will be permitted, through 
the Returning Officer, to send a copy 
of his election address to Service voters, 
but nothing more. This election 
address must be the same document as 
that issued to Civilian electors at home. 
The sizé and weight of a candidate’s 
election address becomes a matter of 
importance, and the regulations will 
lay down that the size must not exceed 
10” x 714”, and the weight must be no 
more than 82 grams per square meter, 
ie., 14 ounce. 
e The headquarters of each Party has 
been supplied by the Stationery Office 
with a sample of paper coming within 
the above limits, and it has brought 


Avith it much relief. It is now clear that 


the sample is large enough and heavy 
enough to be used for election addresses 
generally and will thus obviate the 
necessity of using two sizes and two 
weights of paper for the purpose. 

Although reminders will be sent out 
nearer the time of the Election, note 
may be taken at this stage of the need 
for including in election addresses 
matter of interest to both Service and 
civilian electors. 


ol Ee ee ee eee 
Why “Prospective’’ Must Be Used—Continued from page 12 


Candidate until you have been adopted 
as such by your Constituency Party at 
the election. 

E.M.—The question of paper for a 
general election is under consideration 
by the Government departments. Repre- 
sentations by the main political parties 


are being discussed. You will have to 
await information. It is not likely that 
paper for envelopes will be available, 
and election addresses will have to be 
folded for the free postal delivery. The 
postal authorities are preparing advice 
on the point. 


_ 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


CONFERENCE DECISION. 


How Grants for Full-Time 


Agents Will Be Paid 


The Annual Party Conference held 
at Hastings in 1933, approved of a 
Scheme of Development Grants to 
encourage Constituency Parties to 
appoint full-time Agents. The Annual 
Party Conference held in December, 
1944, decided to increase the grants 
established in the former year to the 
following percentages of salaries paid: 
First year 25%, second year 15%, third 
year 10%, but subject to the following 
conditions : 

(i) An Agent must not have been 
_previously employed, or 

(ii) An Agent must not have been 
employed by the Constituency Party for 
a period of four years immediately pre- 
ceding an application for a grant. 

(iii) The Constituency Party must 
comply with the regulations governing 
the scheme. 

(iv) The Constituency Party must not 
be in receipt of a grant from an affili- 
ated organisation interested in the 
candidature or from a Parliamentary 
Candidate or Member of Parliament 
exceeding {200 per annum. : 

The grants are only made on tha 
part of an Agent’s standard salary 
actually paid by a Constituency Party. 
To reach the basis upon which payment. 
is to be made, there shall be deducted 
from the standard salary the sum paid 
to a Constituency Party by an organisa- 
tion responsible for the Parliamentary 
Candidature or any sum paid to a Con- 
stituency Party by a Parliamentary 
Candidate or Member of Parliament. 

The rules governing the appoint- 
ments to entitle a Constituency Party to 
a grant are as follows :— 


(1) Grants will only be made to Con- 
stituency Parties (a) where the Standard 
Salary agreed to by the National 
Executive Committee and the National 
Union of Labour Organisers and Elec- 
tion Agents on May 31st, 1923, is paid. 
(This salary is {260 per annum, plus 
an increment of {10 per annum until 
£310 per annum is reached. Thereafter 
the rate of future increments are in- 
dividually settled by the Adjustments 


he ae 
Board in accordance with the circum-— 
stances) or (b) where the Agent em- © 
ployed is duly enrolled as a member of © 
the Labour Party Agents’ Superannua- © 
tion Society, or has been refused mem- — 
bership of the Society on grounds of © 
age or health. 
(2) An application for permission: to — 
pay a smaller salary temporarily may 
be made to the Adjustments Board. 


(3) Before an Agent is appointed by a 
Constituency Labour Party information 
must be sent to the National Agent of 
the Party respecting (a) The financial 
position of the Constituency Party; (b) 
The way in which the Agent’s salary is 
to be raised; (c) The period of the 
appointment. 


(4) Proposed appointments must be © 
advertised in the “Labour Organiser” 
and the Labour Press, and there must 
be inserted in the advertisement: a 
notice that the appointment will be 
made in consultation with the National 
Executive Committee. 


(5) Applications must be made on an 
application form approved by the 
National Executive Committee. 


(6) Before an appointment is made, 
the Constituency Party must send to the 
National Agent the whole of the appli- 
cations and testimonials received for 
his consideration. The National 
Agent may object to any name on the 
short list, and if necessary recommend 
the inclusion of other applicants 
thereon. 

(7) The final appointment of an 
Agent shall be made at a specially con- 
vened meeting and notice of the time 
and place shall be sent to the National 
Agent so that the National Executive 
Committee may be represented if 
deemed necessary. 

(8) Constituency Labour Parties 
employing Agents under the Scheme 
must report on the work of their Agent 
half-yearly in July and January. 

(9) Arrangements made between Con- 
stituency Parties and their Agents must 
be embodied. in a written agreement. 
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Postal Voting for the Forces 
(Report of the Conference on above, Price 2d., H.M. Stationery Office.) 
The recommendations apply only to a general election and not to by-elections. 
The main points are as follows: — 
REGISTRATION 
When a Service voter applies for registration for the vote in respect of his 
home constituency he is recommended to fill in Part 2 of the declaration card, and 
appoint a proxy. This is to ensure that he or she is not disfranchised in the event 
oi being beyond the reach of postal voting. The appointment of the proxy will not 
deprive the man or woman from exercising a postal vote when the general postal 
proposals come into force. 
fs ; APPLICATION For THE PostaL VOTE 

The report recommends that during the period beginning 31st March, 1945, 
Service voters should be able to apply for a postal ballot paper to be sent to them 
for any general election held after the publication of the May 7th Register. 

The application for the postal vote would have to be in the hands of the local 
Registration Officer at least 4 days prior to Nomination Day and would need to 
be accompanied by an adhesive label with the applicant’s full name and Service 
address on it. This label would be used by the R.O. to despatch the envelope con- 
‘taining the postal ballot paper and any candidates’ election addresses. ae 
_ Applicants would be encouraged to notify subsequent Service change of address, 
but correspondingly the Service postal authorities would also endeavour to trace 
-and deliver communications to changed areas and units. 

When regulations are published, it is presumed prescribed forms will be used 
for the applications. 

It is recommended that the appointments of proxies shall remain current in 
order to safeguard the votes in any event. Should both a proxy vote and a postal 
vote be received by the R.O. at an election, careful procedure will provide for the 
proxy vote being cancelldd and the personal oe vote being recorded in the count, 
This procedure does not expose the vote of the proxy or the Service member. 

DEsPATCH OF THE BaLLoT PAPERS AND CANDIDATES’ ELECTION ADDRESSES 
_ The suggestions are that the R.O. should despatch to those who have applied 
for the postal ballot paper :— 

An envelope 6 inches by 4 inches, containing :— 

(a) The ballot paper. 

(b) The ballot paper envelope. 

(c) The declaration of identity. 

(d) A return envelope addressed to the R.O. 

(e) Where a candidate desires—a “ony of his election address, within limits 
of 10” x 7%” and %4 oz. weight. 

Arrangements should be made by the Services to ensure that the ballot paper 
can be marked in secrecy, and that at least one clear day should be allowed for this, 
EXTENSION OF TIME FOR THE COUNTING OF THE VOTES 

The report recommends that an additional period of 19 days should be allowed 
between the poll and the opening of the count. 

The postal vote of a Service voter should be accepted if it is received before 
the opening of the count. 

The procedure of the count should be spread over two days. 

The qualifying date for Service voters should be 15th March, 1945, as against 
January 31st, the qualifying date for civilians, for the May 7 register. 

Important dates are: — 

March 31st.—Date from which Service voters can apply for postal vote. 

May 7th.—May 7th Register comes into force. 

Election times proposed, are :— 

Days 
o Royal Proclamation, 
4 Last day for receipt of claims. for postal vote. 
8 Nomination Day. 
11 Postal ballot papers despatched to Forces. 
17 Civilian polling day. 
26 Returned postal ballot paper in the hands of R.O. 
37 & 38 Count. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Leaflet No. 12—Workmen’s Compensation : ; ‘ 
Price, carriage paid: 8/- per 1,000 copies 
No. 10.—Your Victory—Membership Leaflet. *; : 
No. 13.—A Word to the Trade Unionist. 9 
Price, carriage paid: 17/6 per 1,000 copies. 


PAMPHLETS: 


“Labour Looks Ahead!” Post free: 1 copy 2d., 10 gd., 100 6/-. 
“Build Your Own Future.” Post free: 1 copy 2d., 12 10d., 100 6/-. 


“India—What Now and What Next?” by Geo. Ridley, M.P. 
“Labour on the March,” by Geo. Ridley, M.-P. = ‘ 
“Future of Local Government.” 
“National Service for Health.” 
“The Nation’s Food.” 
“Our Land.” 
“International Post-War Settlement.” 
“Full Employment and Financial Policy.” 
“Social Progress in New Zealand.” 
“Guide to War Pensions Allowances and Grants.” 
Post free: 1 copy 3d., 12 1/6, 100 12/-. 


“The Railways—Retrospect and Prospect,” by Geo. Ridley, M.P. 
“Coal,” by James Griffiths, M.P. 
Post free: 1 copy 3d., 10 1/6, 100 14/-. 


“The Old World and the New Society.” 
Post free: 1 copy 4d., 12 2/6, 50 8/-, 100 15/-. 


“Coal and Power.” 
“Post-War Organisation of British Transport.” 

Post free: 1 copy 4d., 12 2/6, 50 8/-, 100 15/-. 
“The Colonies.” Post free:.1 copy 4d., 12 2/6, 50 10/-, 100 17/6. 
“Your Home—Planned by Labour.” Post free: 1 copy 4d., 12 2/9, too {1 1s. 
“Your, Future.” Post free: 1 copy 5d., 12 3/6, 100 {1 8s. ’ 
“Rent Acts Guide.” Post free: 1 copy 7'%4d., 6 3/-, 12 5/6. 
“Leon Blum Before his Judges.” Post free: 1 copy 1/4, 12 10/-, 50 £2, 100 £3 108. 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: 


phate oh and Leaflets—Annual Conference Report (as issued) 5/- per year, 
post free. 

The Labour Press Service (issued fortnightly) 5/- per year, post free. 

Notes for Speakers (issued weekly) 10/- per year, post free. 

Labour Party Bulletin (issued monthly), 2/- per year, post free. 

Labour Woman (issued monthly), 2/6 per year, post free. 

Labour (issued monthly by the T.U.C.), 3/6 per year, post free. 


COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION (above inclusive)}—25/- per year, post free. 
Address all order to: 
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THE LABOUR PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 


TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE 
LONDON, S.W.I 


Printed by The Blackfriars Press, Ltd., Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester, and published the. 
Labour » Transport House, Smith Square, London, S.W.1 " 


